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U.S.-sponsored plans and 
actual attempts to assassinate 
Cuban Premier Fide! Castro 
spanned the Eisenhower, 
Kennedy and Johnson ad- 
ministrations, the chairman of 
the Senate intelligence 
committee said yesterday. 

Sen. Frank Church (D- 
Idaho) said the forthcoming 
report of his committee will 
make public the facts of the 
Castro assassination plots, 
based at least in part on sarct 
testimony to the committee 
from former Central 
Intelligence Agency director 
Richard M. Helms. According 
to Church. Helms has con- 
firmed in secret session that 
the CIA attempted to 
assassinate Castro. 

Interviewed on “Issues and 
Answers” (ABC, WMAL), 
Church said his committee 
has been unable to establish 
whether the Presidents in- 
volved had knowledge of the 
assassination attempt. 

“Our most determined and 
most thorough effort to get all 
these facts leaves this 
question still unclear,” he 
said. He added that the 
committee intends to lay out 
in detail all the evidence it has 
gathered on this point in ‘ihe 
report to be issued soon. 

Appearing on “Face the 
Nation” (CBS. WTOP), CTA 
Director William E. OHby 
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r refused ’to discuss alleged 
assassination attempts in 
detail, saying the subject is 
I "not appropriate for open 
public discussion.” Colby said 
I ^ the facts of assassination 
I attempts, including the 
question of high-level ap- 
j proval. are "very murky.” 

Two years ago Colby issued 
a directive forbidding 
assassination plans, but 
' Church said yesterday that 
such administrative direc- 
tives arenot enough. 

Church said his committee 
will propose a law to prevent 
any government agency from 
becoming involved in 
assassinations. He also said 
his committee will recom- 
mend a joint congressional 
committee to oversee U.S. 
intelligence activity. 

* According to Church, the 
assassination attempts 
against Castro were finally 
stopped "in the early part of 
the Johnson administration.”' 
He gave no date. 

The late Allen W. Dulles was 
CIA director during the 
Eisenhower administration 
*and through the early days of 
the Kenney administration. 
He was succeeded in 
November. 1961. by John A. 

• McCone, who served through 
' the rest of the Kennedy ad-‘ 
ministration and .until April. 
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• McCone has said publicly 
that the CIA planned and 
undertook some steps to 
as.sassinate Castro in the early 
1960s. but that all of these 
schemes were "aborted” and 
the principal effort stopped 


soon after the Bay of Pigs 
invasion of April 1961. 

Underworld figures con- 
nected with the Mafia have 
been linked to a plot to kill 
Castro in the early j960s. but 
Church said assassination 
attempts both predated and 
postdated this previously 
reported effort. 

A former aide-to President 
Johnson. Leo Janis.., quoted 
him as saying soon after he 
look office in November. 1%3. 
that he discovered ,"we had 
been operating a damned 
Murder Inc. in the Carib- 
bean.” •• . 

Castro himself , submit ted a 
report to Senate investigators, 
delivered through Sen. George 
McGovern (D-S.D.), listing 24 
episodes, some attributed to 
groups listed only as having 
"CIA connections and con- 
tacts.” 

The Cuban government 
charged that the CIA at- 
tempted to kill Castro as late 
as 1971, which was during the 
Nixon administration. But 
Church gave no indication of 
such an effort in his 
stafemenfs yesterday. 

The Senate committee 
headed by Qhurch has con-_ 
ducted three' months of secret 
meetings on the assassination 
issue and is expected to issue 
its report on the matter within 
a few 'Weeks. .*►*! — 

The committee has asked 
former President Nixon to 
testify on intelligence matters 
during his administration, and 
Church said yesterday he 
would favor a subpoena for 
Nixon if he fails to appear. He 
said he believes the com- 
mittee will back him ud. 


